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and a spirit of service to breathe life into the dry bones of
the administrative machine.1

II.     EXAMPLE

Government example. Whatever Government tells the
people to do, it must do itself. Otherwise it stultifies itself
and is wasting money and effort. It is no use telling
villagers to be clean if those who visit Government offices,
tehsils, thanas, and rest-houses with their petitions or other
business find them littered with rubbish, or have to use the
surrounding country for urinal and latrine. Mosquitoes
must not be able to multiply on Government land or in
borrow-pits dug by Government in the neighbourhood of
homes or villages. The management of Courts of Wards
Estates gives Government an excellent opportunity of
carrying out its whole village programme in the most
practical manner possible. And so on all through the
programme. Government must be very careful to practise
what it preaches.

The Government official's example. The Government
servant, whether as servant or citizen, has a similar duty.
Whether it is vaccination, or cleanliness, or girls' education,
or thrift, he must see that what he or his colleagues are
preaching is not given the lie by the life and conduct of
himself or his family. He cannot teach one kind of life
and live another. A high ideal, but we shall get nowhere
without ideals, and if we want good citizens in the villages
we must be better citizens ourselves, as the essence of
progress is leadership.

1 In the Punjab Land Administration Manual, the Collector of a
district is likened to the steward of a great estate. A rare simile.
The principal care of a modern steward is the welfare and happiness
of his lord's tenants and dependants.